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Welcome to this service at St Alban’s Church. This service outline will assist you as you 
take part in the service. 

If you wish to make an offertory towards the work of the Parish, please place it in the 
Offertory Box located in the aisle towards the rear of the church. 

You are welcome to sit at any stage during the service should you find the need. We invite 
you to join in the words in bold type.   

Please stand as the ministers enter.  

HYMN 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
 never more thy temples leave: 
 thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 

  

3 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation, 
 perfectly restored in thee, 
 changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) - Public domain. 

  

 



2 
 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

President: 

‘I am the light of the world,’ says the Lord; ‘those who follow me will have the light 
of life.’  John 8.12 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

President: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Deacon: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’  Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is 
like it:  you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’  

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

President: 

Gracious God, in order that we children of earth might discern good from evil you 
sent your Son to be the light of the world: as the light of Christ shines upon us, may 
we learn what pleases you, and live in truth and goodness; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD (Seated) 
First Reading  1 Samuel 16.1-13 

A reading from the First Book of Samuel, Chapter 16, beginning at verse 1 

1 The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2 
Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, 
‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me 
the one whom I name to you.’ 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you 
come peaceably?’ 5 He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab 
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and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’ 7 But the Lord said 
to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8 Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord 
chosen this one.’ 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.’ 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, 
and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 11 Samuel said 
to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, 
but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for 
we will not sit down until he comes here.’ 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and 
anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Hear the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd: 

therefore can I lack nothing. 
2 He will make me lie down in green pastures: 

and lead me beside still waters. 
3 He will refresh my soul: 

and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: 
for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the face of those who trouble me: 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 

6 Surely your goodness and loving-kindness 
will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Second Reading  Ephesians 5.8-14 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians, Chapter 5, beginning at verse 8 

8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light—9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.10 Try to 
find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly; 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ 

Hear the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
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HYMN  

1 The King of love my Shepherd is, 
 whose goodness faileth never; 
 I nothing lack if I am his 
 and he is mine for ever. 
  

2 Where streams of living water flow 
 my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
 and where the verdant pastures grow 
 with food celestial feedeth. 
  

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
 but yet in love he sought me, 
 and on his shoulder gently laid, 
 and home rejoicing brought me. 
  

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
 with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
 thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
 thy cross before to guide me. 
  

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 
 thy unction grace bestoweth: 
 and O what transport of delight 
 from thy pure chalice floweth! 
  

6 And so through all the length of days 
 thy goodness faileth never; 
 good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
 within thy house for ever. 

  

Henry Williams Baker (1821-77) - Public domain 

GOSPEL (Standing facing the reader)  John 9.1-41 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

Jesus is the light of the world: 
as we follow him, we have the light of life. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, Chapter 9, beginning at 
verse 1 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus 
answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
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works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.’ 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, 
‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed 
and came back able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before 
as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9 Some 
were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept 
saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes 
opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 
and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received 
my sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’  

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees 
said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others 
said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 
17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, 
‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20His 
parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but 
we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore 
his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 
27He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they 
reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know 
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They 
answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And 
they drove him out. 
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35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 
39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see 
may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to 
them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, 
your sin remains. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

THE SERMON  
(Please sit when indicated by the Preacher.) 

The Reverend Phil Lui 

THE CREED  
(Standing) 
 

Deacon: Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Intercessor: 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. (Please kneel or sit.) 

Prayers for the world, the country, the church, and those in need are offered.  There 
is usually a simple response after each section as below, or as indicated by the 
leader and we join in a concluding response. 

Lord, in your mercy,  or Father, hear our prayer 
hear our prayer.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Mothers’ Union Prayer 

Loving Lord, we thank you for your love so freely given to us all.  We pray for 
families around the world.  Bless the work of the Mothers Union as we seek 
to share your love through the encouragement, strengthening and support of 
marriage and family life.  Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in 
prayer and worship, and in love and service reach out as your hands across 
the world.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.   
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF APPROACH  
(Remain kneeling or seated) 

President: 

Let us pray 

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same 
Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.   

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen. 

THE CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

Deacon: 

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled 
and wandered far off. 

Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do:  we have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  Father, forgive us.  Strengthen us to 
love and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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President: 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  pardon 
you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep 
you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Seated) 

THE GREETING OF PEACE  
(Standing) 

We are the body of Christ.   
His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby, and offer a simple greeting of peace. 

HYMN  

1 Christ is the world’s true Light, 
 its Captain of salvation, 
 the day-star clear and bright 
 desire of every nation; 
 new life, new hope awakes, 
 for all who own his sway: 
 freedom her bondage breaks, 
 and night is turned to day. 

2 In Christ all races meet, 
 their ancient feuds forgetting, 
 the whole round world complete, 
 from sunrise to its setting: 
 when Christ is throned as Lord, 
 all shall forsake their fear, 
 to ploughshare beat the sword, 
 to pruning-hook the spear. 

3 One Lord, in one great name 
 unite us all who own you; 
 cast out our pride and shame 
 that hinder to enthrone you; 
 the world has waited long, 
 has travailed long in pain; 
 to heal its ancient wrong, 
 come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 

G W Briggs (1875-1959) © Oxford University Press. Used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 247379 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(Remain standing) 

President: 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have gifts 
to share. Accept our offerings, those we bring this morning, as well as those being 
made through electronic transfers and envelopes to the office. May they all be used 
for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
(Please kneel or sit) 

President: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving 
God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the 
power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us. 

He was tempted in every way as we are, yet he did not sin.  By his death on the 
cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained 
an eternal deliverance for his people.  By his grace we are able to triumph over 
every evil, and to walk in the way of his love. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 

Said at 8am, sung at 10am: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and drink them may be 
partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
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After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his 
disciples, saying, 

‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ 

Said at 8am, sung at 10am: 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  proclaiming his offering of 
himself made once for all upon the cross, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming again, we celebrate, with this bread and this 
cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, and bring us with 
all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, 
Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 

Said at 8am, sung at 10am: 

Blessing and honour, glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
for we all share in the one bread. 

Said at 8am, sung at 10am: 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

Deacon: 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in 
our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

President: 

The body of Christ keep you in eternal life. 
The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. 
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Members of all Christian churches are invited to receive Communion at Saint Alban’s, or you may 
wish to come forward for a prayer of blessing. 
 

Please move to the Chancel Steps by the centre aisle to receive the Sacrament. Then return to 
your place by the side aisle, placing your used cup in the container at the end of the front pew. 
Gluten-free wafers and non-alcoholic grape juice are available. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Remain kneeling or seated) 

President: 

God of mercy, may we who have shared in this holy meal know your forgiveness in 
our lives, bring your reconciliation to others, and be a sign of your wholeness in this 
broken world. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.  Give us grace to go 
thankfully and with courage in the power of your Spirit. 

HYMN  

1 Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom; 
 lead thou me on. 
 The night is dark, and I am far from home; 
 lead thou me on. 
 Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
 the distant scene – one step enough for me. 

2 I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thou 
 shouldst lead me on. 
 I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
 lead thou me on. 
 I loved the garish day, and spite of fears 
 pride ruled my will: remember not past years. 

3 So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
 will lead me on, 
 o’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
 the night is gone; 
 and with the morn those angel faces smile, 
 which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 

  
John Henry Newman (1801-90) - Public domain 

BLESSING 

President: 

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in him crucified a sure 
ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sin forgiven; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
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Deacon: 

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecumenical Lenten Services 
Tuesdays at 7.45pm 

This Tuesday, 21 March at Epping Uniting Church 
Cnr Oxford Street and Chester Street Epping 

Preacher:  The Reverend Phil Lui 

28 March at St Alban’s Anglican Church 
3 Pembroke Street Epping 

Preacher Fr Jim McKeon 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text from A Prayer Book for Australia (Sydney: Broughton Books, 1995) © 1995.   
The Anglican Church of Australia Trusts Corporation. 


