LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
ST ALBAN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, EPPING NSW

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
5 July 2026

8am and 10am
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Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building for this service or online. This
order of service will assist you as you take part in the service. We invite you to join in the
words in bold type. You are welcome to sit at any stage during the service should you feel
the need.

If you wish to make an offering today towards the work of the Parish, a collection
will be taken during the Offertory Hymn immediately after the ‘Greeting of Peace’.
You may contribute financially to the ministry of this parish by direct transfer, check the
details on the back page of the Bulletin, or by tapping the card reader at the rear of the
Church.

We welcome babies and children, and understand that young children may make a noise.

If you wish, you are welcome to use the space at the back of the church to settle them, or
at 10am, we have a children’s programme in The Loft, above the main hall.

Please stand as the ministers enter.

HYMN (710am)

1 How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son
to make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
the Father turns his face away,
as wounds which mar the Chosen One
bring many sons to glory.



2 Behold the man upon a cross,
my sin upon his shoulders;
ashamed, | hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life -
| know that it is finished.

3 | will not boast in anything,
no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom;
but | will boast in Jesus Christ,
his death and resurrection.
Why should | gain from his reward?
| cannot give an answer,
but this | know with all my heart,
his wounds have paid my ransom.
Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music. Used by permission. CCLI No 247379

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The love of God flows through the land on which we gather today, let us
acknowledge the traditional owners who have cared for this land for generations.
Let us honour those elders past and present whose sacred connection with this
country is a gift to us all.

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME

President:

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest,” says the Lord. ‘Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am
gentle and humble in heart.’ Matthew 11.28-29

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

President:

Let us pray.

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Deacon:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
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strength.” Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a second is
like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's forgiveness.

Sung at 10am:

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to
love and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

President:

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon
you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep
you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECTS

President:

Collect for the Day

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has taught us that what we do for the least of
his brothers and sisters we do also for him: give us the will to serve others as he
was the servant of all, who gave up his life and died for us; yet lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for NAIDOC Week

Eternal God, you blessed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples with wisdom
to live in this land and care for it: bless Australia’s First Peoples again today with
pride in their languages, stories and songs; and give grace to all of us to share
culture, faith and hope together through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Collect for Peace

O God of love, look in your mercy on the nations of the world and unite them in the
bonds of peace. Strengthen the love of righteousness, freedom and understanding
among all people. Show people the way to peace where there is war and suffering,
and bring the whole earth into obedience to your ways of righteousness; through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD (Seated)
First Reading Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-67
A reading from the Book of Genesis, Chapter 24, beginning at verse 34

% So he said to Laban, ‘| am Abraham’s servant. » The Lord has greatly blessed
my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver
and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 3 And Sarah my master’s
wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he
has. My master made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land | live; * but you shall go to my
father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.”

2 ‘| came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if
now you will only make successful the way | am going! « | am standing here by the
spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom | shall say,
‘Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 4 and who will say to me, ‘Drink,
and | will draw for your camels also'—let her be the woman whom the Lord has
appointed for my master’s son.” #° ‘Before | had finished speaking in my heart, there
was Rebekah coming out with her water-jar on her shoulder; and she went down
to the spring, and drew. | said to her, “Please let me drink.” 46 She quickly let down
her jar from her shoulder, and said, “Drink, and | will also water your camels.” So |
drank, and she also watered the camels. 4’ Then | asked her, “Whose daughter are
you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.”
So | put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. “ Then | bowed my
head and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s
kinsman for his son. #° Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master,
tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.’

%8 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ She said,
‘1 will.” %° So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with
Abraham’s servant and his men. © And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, ‘May
you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession
of the gates of their foes.” & Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the
camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.
2 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. ¢ Isaac
went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming.
s« And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the
camel, & and said to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking in the field to

4



meet us?’ The servant said, ‘It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered
herself. & And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. ¢ Then Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his
wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119.105-112
195 Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
19| have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.
1971 am severely afflicted;
give me life, O LORD, according to your word.
108 Accept my offerings of praise, O LORD,
and teach me your ordinances.
191 hold my life in my hand continually,
but | do not forget your law.
1"0The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but | do not stray from your precepts.
""Your decrees are my heritage for ever;
they are the joy of my heart.
2] incline my heart to perform your statutes
for ever, to the end.

Second Reading Romans 5.1-21
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, Chapter 5, beginning at verse 1

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 2 And not only that, but
we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, # and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, ®and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

® For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed,
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while
we still were sinners Christ died for us. ® Much more surely then, now that we have
been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. '°
For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. "' But
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.



12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— '3 sin was indeed
in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. " Yet
death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were
not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.

S But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. '® And the free gift is
not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings
justification. ' If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ.

'8 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. '° For just as by the one
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience
the many will be made righteous. 2° But law came in, with the result that the trespass
multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 2! so that, just as
sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through
justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

HYMN

1 When | survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain | count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast
save in the death of Christ my God;
all the vain things that charm me most,
| sacrifice them to his blood.

3  See from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down;
did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4  Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small:
love so amazing, so divine
demands my soul, my life, my all.

Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Public domain.



GOSPEL (Standing facing the reader) Matthew 11.15-19, 25-30

Deacon

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Jesus said, ‘1 am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, Chapter 11, beginning
at verse 15
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

5 Jesus said, “Let anyone with ears listen!” 1 ‘But to what will | compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another,
17 “WWe played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not
mourn.” ' For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a
demon’; * the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by

her deeds.’

s At that time Jesus said, ‘| thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed
them to infants; % yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. z All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. 2 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for
| am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. * For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light.’

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

THE SERMON

(Please sit when indicated by the Preacher.)
Bill Walton, Assistant Minister

THE CREED
(Standing)

Deacon: Let us together affirm the faith of the Church:

We believe in one God,

the Father, the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor:
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. (Please kneel or sit.)

Prayers for the world, the country, the church, and those in need are offered. There
is usually a simple response after each section as below, or as indicated by the
leader and we join in a concluding response.

Lord, in your mercy, or Father, hear our prayer
hear our prayer. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF APPROACH

(Remain kneeling or seated)

President:

Let us pray.

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so
much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same
Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus

8



Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in
us. Amen.

THE GREETING OF PEACE
(Standing)

We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Please turn to those nearby, and offer a greeting of peace.
During the singing of the following hymn, the offertory will be brought forward to the Sanctuary.

OFFERTORY HYMN

1 Lord of earth and all creation,
let your love possess our land:
wealth, and freedom, far horizons,
mountain, forest, shining sand:
may we share, in faith and friendship,
gifts unmeasured from your hand.

2 People of the ancient Dreamtime,
they who found this country first,
ask, with those, the later comers,
will our dream be blessed or cursed?
Grant us, Lord, new birth, new living,
hope for which our children thirst.

3 Lord, life-giving healing Spirit,
on our hurts your mercy shower;
lead us by your inward dwelling,
guiding, guarding, every hour.
Bless and keep our land Australia:
in your will her peace and power.
Michael Rayner Thwaites (1915-2005) and Honor Mary Thwaites (1914-93) — seeking copyright

Remain standing

OFFERTORY PRAYER

President:

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have gifts
to share. Accept all our offerings, those we bring this morning and those we make
by other means, that they may be used for your glory and for the service of your
kingdom.

Blessed be God for ever.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

President:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the
power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us.

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for
sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:

Said at 8am, sung at 10am:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and drink them may be
partakers of Christ’s body and blood.

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his
disciples, saying,

‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.’

Said at 8am, sung at 10am:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: proclaiming his offering of
himself made once for all upon the cross, his mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension, and looking for his coming again, we celebrate, with this bread and this
cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, and bring us with
all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,
Father, in songs of never-ending praise:
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Said at 8am, sung at 10am:
Blessing and honour, glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.

Said at 8am, sung at 10am:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Deacon:

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the
body and blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in
our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Members of all Christian churches are invited to receive Communion at Saint Alban’s. If you do not

wish for any reason to receive the bread and wine, you are very welcome to come forward for a
simple prayer of blessing: keep your hands by your side and one of the clergy will give you a blessing.

We receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine in a small individual disposable cup. If you prefer
you could receive wine from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers and non-alcoholic grape juice are
available. Please indicate to the clergy as they approach you at the Altar Rail. Please move to the
Chancel Steps by the centre aisle to receive the bread and wine.

Return to your place by a side aisle, placing your used cup in the container at the end of the front
pew. If you need to receive communion in your seat, please let a duty parishioner know and the clergy
will come to you in the pew.

COMMUNION MOTET

O Praise the Lord
Words: Psalm 22.23-24. Music: William Boyce (1711-79), arranged Alan Bullard

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

(Remain kneeling or seated)

President:

Gracious God, we thank you that in this sacrament you assure us of your goodness
and love. Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving that we may serve you in
the world and finally be brought to that table where all your saints feast with you for
ever.

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your
praise and glory.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS (Seateqd)

HYMN

1 | heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast.'
| came to Jesus as | was,
weary and worn and sad;
| found in him a resting-place,
and he has made me glad.

2 | heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Behold, | freely give
the living water; thirsty one,
stoop down and drink and live.'
| came to Jesus, and | drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now | live in him.

3 | heard the voice of Jesus say,
'l am this dark world's light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright.’
| looked to Jesus, and | found
in him my star, my sun:
and in that light of life I'll walk
till travelling days are done.
Horatius Bonar (1808-89) - Public domain

BLESSING
President:

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you
and remain with you always. Amen.

Deacon:
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Text from A Prayer Book for Australia (Sydney: Broughton Books, 1995) © 1995.
The Anglican Church of Australia Trusts Corporation.
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