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From the Editor

Last week someone told me gleejiudiiyhow manyweeksvere
left beforeChristmas! Shops are already decorated for the fi
season; some are playing Christmas music and catalogues
of giftideas. Ye3we ar e waiting for
wondrous gift to us and to humankéthe birth of Jesus
Christ.

But | etds pause for a mome
mont hs at Saint Al basusuand thé
following pages record celebrations, achievements and spe
events in the life of our Church.

You will reacgagain, of thé@vingservicegiven byso many withir
our Parish as we serve each other and Christ in our daily It
Welcome to the November edition of yBarish Magazine.

Pleasecontact me atjulie.evans@ihug.com.au

To contact us:

ContactParish AiministratofTuesday Fridayon

(02) 9876 3362

TheParish Officés openTuesdaynd Thursda9.0Gam to
3.0Qom.

Post Office Box 79, Epping NSW 1710

Our vision;

Emait office@eppinganglicans.org.au
TO be Websitewww.eppinanglicans.org.au

m C | t y O n Our clergy may be contacted at any.time
The ReverenBhil Lui @13 396 435

. . Saint Al bands Chur c h durisg
aWOrShlpplng COMMU the week, when the Parish Office is opem parish library

is alsoavailable when the Parish Office is ollerting

|0V|ng JeSUS rooms, various sized halls and other facditeewvailable tc
d hire. Please contact tharishOffice for details.
an
Published hy

the people around L The Anglican Parish of Epping

3 Pembroke Street EppjtNSW, 2121 Australia
Copyright rests with the contributor. No work may be
reproduced without the express permission of the cop
holder. All works reproduced herein are acknowledgec

Thank you to the authors of the various articles in this magadio¢hose whaontribuedphotographso
accompany their artichoto acknowledgemaaiso toGlyn EvansJulieEvans ColinJonesJesd.i andPeggy
SandersThankyou to theproof-readers

The Parish of Epping is a parish in the Anglican Church of AustralRarish Magamcerds recent events in

the parish, gives details of parish activities and publishesodgmhesal interest and artieldsch set out

opinions on a range of matters the subject of discussion within the Anglican Church community. It does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Clergy, Churchwardens or Parish Council.

The editor accepts contributions Téve Parish Magaaiméhe understanding that all contributors agree to the
publication of their name as the author of their contribétrinles may be edited for space, legal or other
reasonsThe Parish Magadsavailable online https://www.eppinganglicans.org.au/paiishgazine
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From the Rector The Reverend Phil LU

I n ARPr2i6lll have been graciousl
Coll ege to encourage student s
in our traditional and | itureg

Saint Al bands.

And al t hhtugahvedekbnd schol arBook
wor ship, and | would be a bit
Liturgical Assistant, | want
perspective of someone who ha
to per suGaolels tMpeberet s t o see th
willingness to serve in our s

I hope to encourage others wi

Stole parishes help us reach the diversity

dney being a multicultural <city has people from
|l igious places are |l ess casual whodomerferomvelran
mpl esposymoagwgsnes or countries where Catholic or
ri ousne-pstaragnobwoddaftnh esro nree wtarsaels or comforting
s | get to know people who have come and join
owns where | iturgical Anglicanism is the norm, o
ne being of a RomanoChthaol whobaclegr apndn t h

citing is those from all these back
d are so ready to ask questions an
b in a year plan.

A

t

o]

Wh a't I fin
know Godods
reading ¢th
Al b an 6(sa pwer ohxai vnea taell syd rls3e¢ ¢tmo (-
uncertainty of the worl d,

of i nformation a e
ditional church.

e
Furthermor e, at S
n
hi storically rich

ecause Sydney is diverse, I believe that it
some small, some in English and others in spe
tone. God hée &doparcthioaal &1 bambds as He buil ds

2. Going to an wunfamiliar church helps buil d

was hesitant to come to Saint Al bands
, and | wasnodot sure if | was the right
i vidreg @&Ggd .vilstt omaofexman God who deserve

I

e X S

I
re, whether it be with drums and guitars

d

0

p
abo
mu s

Paul s wor

ample that he becomes all thin
heart of G l'1's al |

peoplleC ofrrinm he vaenrsy 9t:

3. Lessons and principles I 6ve |l earnt along t

When navigating difference and expectations and c

akep the main thing the main thing

bknow where God wants to take things and |l earn to
cenuinely | ove Godds peopl e

dput your trust in the power of God, the gospel ar
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ejepent of what you need to repent of

fdel i ght i ndawmhdatt hies ggead Bi bl ically nuanced trut h:
gwspend judgement and be ready to have your assun
h udy and | earn more about the substance and hist
symbols have the capacity of being turned into so
4. The importance of understanding our Litur
knowl edge around crafting services from the

One of th
doing in

g

P

key features of Liturgica Anglicani sm

i S t h

brothers o]

e I
his church over centuries. It mor e
andt ki cugh st whoRéfi uwremdati on and fought f

I wonder i f you have considered how i mportant Sai
chain of practice and a depth of Iiturgy that 1is
of practicerd st drmkielnd iitt iwp haagain. | f we want t h
are more inclined to a I|liturgical prayer book and
generation is raised up.

5. Godods sheep need to be | ooked after

We need to be training and raising up the next ge
am a reader of the Sydney Anglican Southern Cross
do is |l ook Aesthe Vaodnobupawhat are the movements
| ooking for my next rectorship, it has been a hab
among Stole parishes is high and this has been on
One of the reasons | |l ove being at Saint Al bands
God. They trust Hi mnidn tpreayy dro,vet lbedyhelresveas t hemsel
desirethlei ghtveofi nGodds Word.

Godoés faithful flock need to be guided to Biblica
are willing to follow the way of the chief shephe
wel fare ofr & hies shpreept |Thhye in seeing people grow i
| ost .

However, due to the I|liturgical and worship styl e,
come and shepherd these flocks

It is my hope that wunder God, Saint Al bands can p
we are able to train and nurture more and more sh
traditional amdriciht uf @ircadlhestswlkes odf bauil di ng God?©o

NN
N

R

NN

Saint Al bands
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Chil dren at Sai nt Al bano
Dor i s
Student Mi ni st er an

Editor d0’lhadkt ¢g:ou t o Doris Aw
School Team of Laura Devine,
Tayl or who are rostered to

Thank God for another term
amazed by how much the chil
week and | am thankful for
Lessons
As we continue our | essons
|l earning about prayer and t|
matter when and wher e, becal
about how God rescued t hedl:
them manna and quail in the
to be with them every step
| and. But we al so saw how I
again. And despite all ofwat]l
of Jericho.
As we head into the festive season, our | essons s
find their 6Yesd in Jesus. The promises made to A
of Jesus. Thr otuhgeh dheisnt enned abnetcso noef t he promi se, we ¢

heaven and we can now enjoy Godds bl essings.
Memory verses

We have been |

e new Bi bl e
you know that t
[
I

appear s i

pMoo mi. s | n

can too!

arning to memorise thre

he command to O6remember

what he has said akesuthehihmselmladeamad th
y O
y.

memory the fol

cCm oo

owing verses. See |if
1 Thessallo&@Baeng o5:f ul6 al ways, pr a at al | ti me:
JoshuaTRkRéa: LOBD Kept every one of t.he promises

2 Corinth@®aonms 1t 19 Jesus who is the o0Yesd to

Car ol Riyad taught t
people from al/l 0

Epping Anglicans The Parish Magazine November 2025 1 January 2026 5



Season of Creation

During the Season of Creati on, Laura Devine took

appreciate Godods creation. Laura writes:

During $Se Bembesit in the Season of Creation, our
beamuty ha become a sacred space of wonder, |l earn
cascading bI ooms of wirotseersi, a,antdh e htei maili eds sftmraqrgd
Every corner holds an invitation to pause and not
glistening in the sun remindodubss omMortlihdee i ntri cate

The beauty of Godds creati on

With the children, we opeGed shw 8tfti phatebet bhath
(Genesis 1:31) As we read the Creation story sur
in a new way. The children eagerly explored the ¢
uni queness of Go dfélso weorr ka. n dE accrhe attwirge became a door
Creator

A soft breeze moved through the garden d&st hwe ssatnoeo
breath that brought I ife into being. I n that sti
was a holy lkeidndwiofh gtuniee tr,usftilli ng of | eaves, Dbirdsc

To deepen this exp
invited to create
creation wusifnpi pcea a

cl eaner s, ol oured

S
c

course, plenty of

birds, others fldw
was a joy to see t
i maginations mirro
heart Their craft
ithey were small a
of a world overy g

Watching the child

wonder was profoun

delight and curi os

t he ki ngdowheorfe Gorde

not simply observe
f

The children explored extension o Godds
The Season of Creation invites wus all to return t
good because it flows from a good and | oving God.
alongsi defi tthiei repraayer in its simplest form. May
in every petal, every creature, every gentle bree
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Our Services

Information about ways to join us in the church or on Zoom is in the Weekly Bulletin,
which can be found on the Parish welbsipes://www.eppinganglicans.org.au

You can also join directly just before 10. 0«
Anglicans homepa@ehe weekly Service Sheet with readings is also available there.

Baptisms, weddings and funerals may be arranged with the Rector.
For further information on Parish matters please telephone Parish Office: (02) 9876 3362

Our regular services

Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist with Hymns

at Saint Al 10.00am Choral Euchadst"and 3' Sunday
10.00am Sung Euchads?™, 4" and %' Sunday
The 10.00am Holy Eucharist is also streamed via Zoom.
Sunday School 10am in The Loft (above the Main Hall)

6.00pm Taizé Servid®rayer with Songs frohaizé
2" Sunday oFebruary, April, June, August, October and November

Thursday 9.30am Reading, Reflection and Prayers for Healing on Zoom
at Saint Al 10.30am Eucharist with Prayers for Healing

November 2025

Sunday 2 November All SaintPreacher: Michael Walsh

Tuesday 4 November 7.45pm All Souls
Preacher: Dr Ruth Shatford

Sunday 9 November Twentysecond Sunday after Pentecost, Remembrance Sunday
Preaché&rmy Chaplain The Reverend David Schweinsberg

Sunday 16 November Twentythird Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday23November Christ the Kingd The Reign of Chriftreacher: Pastor Kian Holik

Sunday 30 November First Sunday of Advedt3.00am Eucharist; 10.00am Morning Prayer,
Advent Hymns, Prayers and Readings

December2025

Sunday 7December Secondundayf Advent

Sunday 1December Third Sundayf Advent 10.00ar8unday School Presentation
Sunday 2December FourthSundayf Advent

8.0am and 1@amPreacher: The Reverend Michael Robinson

7.45pm Festival of Lessons and Carols
Wednesday?24 December Chr i st mas Eve 6. 00pm Chil dreno:
Thursday 25 December  The Birth of Our Lord: Christm&ayd 8.30am Festival Choral Eucharis
Sunday 28 December First Sunday after Christmas

President and Preacher: The Reverend Michael Robinson

January205
Sunday4 January Epiphany of Our Lord

President and Preacher: The Reverend Bruce Hunter
Sunday 1January The Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday 8 January Second Sunday after Epiph&iboriginal Sunday
Sunday 5 January Third Sunday after Epiphadyustralia Day Observance
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Guest Preachers at Sai nt

Longstanding friend to Sair
Al bands, The
Hunter, has been guest
preacher on a number of
occasions this year.

LEFT: Bruce greeted parishioner
Jane Bryant after the 100am
Serviceon

3 August 2025

BELOW: Bruce greeted
parishioner Christine Murray
after the 10.00am Service on
28 September 2025

The Reverend Graham Thomas, Arden School Chaplain, pictured here
with the Sanctuary party, preached on 10 August 2025
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Mot hers Uni on Saint A
10®Rnni vérdaAwgust 2
Gl enda McSorl ey N

Good morning. | bring you g
Members of Mot hers Union Sy
Mot hers Union SydbhepWAl manidst
Congratul ations! What a pri
women have been gathering,
of Christian marriage and f
[ have been asked to speak
three points.
The fBiergsitnniisng i n faith
When Mary Sumner, the found
idea 149 years ago, in Old
in her community together t
, : l earn from the bible and ites
Gl enda McSorley c¢c under God, she was stepping

cake at mor ni n

Mary was well read and educated in the classics. 8tewfasof a weltegarded clergyman who truthfully

preached the gospel. She had connections and was a mother and grandmother, she knew and had concern for
families, for their day to day needs and most of all for their eternal future. In-toisksstiing, Mary stepped

out of the social mores of the times crossing class barriers and gathered women together from amongst her far
and friends and local area and community. She began with prayer and bible reading and they considered ways
make the &K of bringing up children under God more effective and accessible. She wanted to grow the kingdorn
and follow Godoés plan for families so that all so

And so began the Union of Mothers. Mary was nervous about public speaking but encouraged by her husband
she settled her nerves and stated in a series of talkegettyér by t he Grace of Godéwe

are afraid, strengthen each other when we aretweads endWwoekr t o r ai se our chil dr e
She believed whol eheartedly that Christian marri a
thrive.To say that our Father God blessed her ministry is an understatement.

By the turn of the century the Mothers Union had 60,000 members in 28 dioceses in the United Kingdom and
was quickly spreading through the Empire via the wives of British soldiers and public servants posted overseas
Mary couldn't have imagined how God would bless her small, inspired idea. Today, we have more than 4.37
million members in 84 nations across the world.

Mothers Union continues as a Christ centred, and prayer based, grass roots organisation with members living «
volunteering in their local community seeking to support families and Christian marriage through biblical teachir
education and literacy, lle@nd social justice all underpinned with the gospel and prayer, women to women, just
as Mary had imagined. Each diocese is different and today many of our members who live in developing count
serve in extreme situations impacted by war and by pousrtgersecution. Our members are often the only
conduit by which health and education is delivered. Mothers Union is the only Christian organisation to have a
permanent seat at the United Nations with currently four delegates writing submississisesiraliting to

women and families.

My second point Bersevering in Faith.Through the years, the members of Mothers Union Sydney have
faithfully served, upholding its aim and objects.

The Aim.the advancement of Christian religion in the sphere of Christian family life.

Epping Anglicans The Parish Magazine November 2025 1 January 2026 9



The Objects:

*touphol d Christés teaching on the nature of marr.i
* to encourage parents to bring their children up in the faith and life of the Church

* to maintain worldwide fellowship united in prayer, worship and service

* to promote conditions in society favourable to stable famalgdifee protection of children

* to help those whose family life has met with adversity

We long for Christian parents to be equipped and confident as they bring up their children under God in our
modern world and we want to support families at their point of need. Mothers Union Sydney, here in Epping, he
been a fine example of the broad stiyiof our organisation through the years.

From its beginning, as a small gathering of women meeting around biblical teaching and prayer, supporting eac
other and their community, they sought to serve our God together. The members were involved in supporting tt
families of post Wld War 1 soldiers and helping those in their community struggling through the Depression. It
is recorded that the members were faithfully involved at the Carlingford Church of England Children's Homes
providing educational grants and sharing their gifts wigth@vgfom visiting, helping with reading and
writing, organising fetes to darning socks! Amer.i
Choir sang for the group. They were committed and a constant source of encouragement and praittecal help to
children. They were there, present and persevering in supporting the children and staff of the homes not
occasionally, not for a term, but constantly over many, many years.

At the outbreak of World War I, the Epping members embraced the mothers and children left behind as sons
and fathers fought on the European and later Pacific fronts. Internationally, midday prayers were initiated with
members stopping at hoon to prayesystically for the men serving in battle zones, for wamadéamilies at

home and for peace. This prayer activity continues around the world to this day in the Wave of Prayer. During t
second World War all our members were called to be undauntecobamatemdising; prepared for every

sacrifice they may be called on to make; ceaseless in prayer; patient in tribulation; cheerful in spirit and unshak
in faith.

The members at
faithfully fol
and the branct
fl ourished. Hc
the Court Mi ni
their activiti
Anglican and s
Through the ye
supporting fan
continued and
opportunities
bear fruit, arnr
still of fer a
Gospel, and a
they visit nev
North Shorhee Hc
Sydney Advent.i
Nor west Hospit
- a 3 ® This is a wondoa
Saint Al bands Mothers Uni on memb patients and s

10. 00am Service on Sunday

Members here pray; and they support families through our shop in the city, through Parish Partnership Worker:
through special projects near and far. I n recent
Rwanda; sewing machines and tlgeawie of dormitory and bathroom buildings at a Mothers Union Sewing

School in Mara Diocese, in Tanzania, allowing girls to be trained in literacy and tailoring so they can have a
sustainable future and do not have endure child marriage.

Our members have also supported The School of the Good Shepherd, a Christian school in Lebanon near the
Syrian border with originally 360 and now 640 refugee children attending a school staffed by local Christian
teachers funded by Mothers Union Sydney.
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Currently, our project is Intsika in South Africa, ansdterol care and education facility providing support for
families living in a very poor area. The project supplies food for families and educational programs to enable
children to be well prepartedattend public schools. And, closer to home, we have funded and provided for
translation and for big print bibles at Nungalinya College in Darwin so that our indigenous sisters have the gosy
and the psalms in their heart languages. God contingegshe gifts and skills of women here in Epping on the
ground.

There have been many amazing and wise women who have served and are serving here and | would particula
l' i ke to mention Marge Jenkins, Epping Branchoés | o
Marge for your faithful example and wondevitnless, for your generosity in sharing your time and skills as you
persevere in your walk with the Lord here in this community and through Mothers Union Sydney in Epping and
beyond.

My third point id.ooking to the Future in Faith

As Mothers Union Sydney looks to the future in faith, there will be changes. We are partigrbasngver

ministry turning to online avenues, we are partnering withriéed organisations to connect with other

younger parents who long to bring uprtbigidren under God and who see value in what we stand for but who
dondt necessarily want to be a member of a branch
The world and its values are not ours. But Christian families wantgpdrtediand encouraged and equipped

to do a good job and, when things go astray, they desire resources which are helpful and relevant. We work ha
to support parents in these times.

A good example is our series of podéadis me | e srsintefganeratioraliforntdvhich allows for input

from across the different age groups, just as the Titus model recommends. Our highly regarded February semii
this year had more than 1200 attendees in person and online, and our parenting csuibgassvitievant to
todayo6s parenting, aesearched, dosdaterhaangr appropriate for thé Austrdlibny , w
context. Our Facebook pages and Christian Parentingidgstealis other connections to families.

Mothers Union Sydney tries all manner of initiatives, building on the works and ministry of those who have gon:
before us and using the skills and gifts of those God has placed around us now. All is underpinned with the
faithful prayers of members. Morath anyt hi ng el se we need to pray co

Last month Mothers Union Sydney sponsored an onlinecorded NSW State Conference for the national

body Anglican Mothers Union Australia. It was a first in that online format with more than 400 women from
coastal, rural, regional, remote areas aodi#iseof NSW gathering around Ephesian$(58

OFor by Grace you have been saved -tohtheoesul bf wdrks,isa that,
no one may boast. For we are Godds handi wdpk, cre
We are reminded that our work and ministry is a r

Gl enda McSorl ey addressed the 10.00a

Our three excellent Sydney speakers at the conference, The Reverend Marge Mills, Archdeacon Kara Hartley ¢
Ruth Baker challenged and encouraged us to look outside the church gate, to recognise what good works we
should and could do and to be bold arttiftdias we share the saving love of Jesus and his plan for families.
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We were reminded that we are examples of lifelong, faithful walking with him and we should rejoice in that. Mat
younger people now have not had the blessing of grandparents and parents who prayed or were part of the
church so, we can step up pray for thiEme wonderful thing about the Ephesians verses is that all we do is not

in our strength but in His.

Just as Mary Sumner, all those years ago, saw a need for families to not just hear the gospel but to live it, shar
across the generations, so too the women here in Epping have, for a hundred years, followed Jesus in their da
day lives. Inspired/tprayer and good works they have lived the gospel grounded in biblical teaching. So, we lool
forward in Faith to what God has planned for us to do here in Epping, in Sydney and beyond.

We believe truly that God has a plan for Mothers Union Sydney, for he keeps sending people and resources ar
opportunity and ideas and it is goodésometi mes da
plan. Please pray for the extensiahe Kingdom, especially for Christian parents as they seek to bring up their
children under God in a sometidwestile world. Pray for continued and new open doors and opportunities. Pray
for boldness. If you would like to know more about what weiaggldok at our websiteww.musydney.org.au

| want to close by personally giving praise and thanks to our Father God for the faithful witness of all Mothers
Union Sydney members here at Saint Albans, Epping, and for 100 years of prayer, of love, of care and concerr
hospitality, of fun and laughtin fellowship for Christian marriage and families and for each other. What a
blessing! Amen.

Shatfo
ebratior
to acknowl edge 1
by Saint Al banbo:

El i zabet(hLEFyleisngdent of the Saint A
Uni on, thanked Gl enda for speakin
attending the celebratio
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Mot her s Uni on Northern

R

Jan E
On Tuesday 9 September, members of Saint Albans M
Day. Members from five MU groups in the region jo

The day began with a Communion se an
President, Wendy Mayer, based -Da&.

Keeping ono.

d

was f o

rvice
t hiee ptasilslagwad r toim

With the way God has worked in our |ives in the p
t herefore can continue as we get ol der or things

going about osrahdvestigi¥ieghuway

The talk was foll owed by questions for discussion
reviews foll owed and videos of MU wor k, after whi

Longstanding member Marge Jenki
MU member s, cut the celeb

Al t hough we had had a cel ebr:
celebrated 100 years of Mot he
second cake on the Northern |
our tAmMMi ver sary with MU membe
Marge Jenkins, who has been
given the honour of cutting 1
A lovely time of worship, di:
together

The beautiful cake was
and decorated
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Sai nt Al bands d2dt2hber s Un
EIl | zabetFhr elsg

After an initial gat he
i naugur alaitmeAlthangd ©f E®
Union was held in Marc
of the then Rector Geo
as President, a positi
years. The aims of Mot
the time gs tobheubbll dw
marriage; to awaken in
great responsibility i
future fathers and mot
where mothers could un
own exatmpll ead their f
holiness of i fe.

It is to be noted that

women were encouraged
were made most wel c ome

From the very beginning Mothering Sunday was obse
congregation are reminded of the Church as our sp
was expected thaon mobhherdawoatl dt met Eham service w
woul d attend Evensong. |t was stressed that this
has gained in popularity overntmemlyeras spr dwuidag Sia
parishioners to mark Mothering Sunday and its sig
Menti on was made in 1931 of the annual Festival o
at which the members of Saint Al bands Mothers Uni
held annuall vy, andoournoertentbt membdet his beauti fu
When the Depression of the early 1930s caused sev
| eadership of the President Mrs Abram (wife of th
Carlingford Church ed &mdglandi Chdd dbry ntbesl fHiomg t o«
American Teas to raise money were held on a regul
present Our members spent one af tred npromvipkad nmoarm
one boy to assist his education. Money was raised
was donated to those in need. Membership of our M
I'n 19&&4!1 The 6waRse nseowanlded from the mother branch in
was held, with mothers to give special considerat
I n 193Y%yetalre atneai ver sary of Saint Al bands Mot hers L
joined us to mark the occasion: Saint Paul 6s, Har
transport for itmeviwloimen Wwhomv&Eres kregarded as bein
Epping.

Whil e guest speakers generally conducted either a
was covered. I n December 1936 Mr E. Figgis spoke
1939 brought the outbreak of the Second Worl d War
that all mot hers set aside a period at midday eac
sons and husbanrdosp eeanng acgoendf liinc tt.h eT heeuy wer e r emi ndec
for those who by the tragedy of war might be call
and mothers of men enlisted iresteheafatremmdaofnortoeeass fv
during the war years to boost morale and support
call edlndaourmteed and uncompromi sing, prepared for e
tribulation, cheerful in spirit, and unshaken in
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I n August 1945 mention was matbBvoitrm etrbse USha iomt whlrika
Chil drends Court. Free tea, coffee, cold drinks a
This was seen as a practical means of support at

Mot hers Union has continued to be involved in thi
1946 saw an excellent roll call at the first meet
The Post War Baby Boom saw increased membership o
at home with tbBmplogybdl dnepaaddwapbpk. As recently

Saint Al bands Mothers Union started hospital visi
Hospital, then | ater at Royal North Shore and Eas
Sydney Adventist Hdhopiet alAlamd Ro ywal aNagritfh of a ha
we distribute a card to welcome the baby as a gif
prayers for |little children.

We support the Sydney Mothers Union Shop in Town

working in the shop as volunteers. We also bake f
each year outside the shop.

Each year Sydney Mothers Union selects a specific
providing an egg per day for children in Rwanda,

an income, resouschsofoirnalL€brainseni and this year

support for children in South Africa Saint Al ban
projects.

Mention should be made of our most | ongstanding m
Mot hers Union since 1960, an incredible 65 years.
for all she has demet mengde croarty nyueasr .0 do ov

Saint Al bands Mothers Union continues to provide

others and advancing the message of Christ. We wo
regardless of whbeehser ®We Bnot sheyl amermbevant bod
and we | ook to many more years of support for Chr

Acknowl edlgheemewnrti:t er

writing of

acknowl edges
article.

eWe elilsy vRululseBiodn naft b®a
this

Epping Anglicans

Mot her s
of

Sa
w

from the
by member s

Uni on
gi fts

Some
exampl es

Hi story
gi ven
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Sermon 31 August RIO2But h
Saint Aidanladaft hLBSoddaya
and Day of Prayer f

Edi tords Note:
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Letds try to picture with s om®neaanmentataragscribebicas beth@ n e
the equivalent of lunch together on a Sunday after church. Typically, the seating was on couches arranged in a
large U shape with low tables in front. The host, or the most important person there was reclmidgdla the

of the curve of the U. This makes good sense of the request of the mother of James and John on another
occasion asking Jesus to grant that her sons be seated one dratiteaigho the left of Jesus.

For many of the Pharisees, observance of such rul
this was on the Sabbath when no work was allowed, the food would all have been prepared the day before. If y
wanted the food still somewnhat lilbtyas permissible to keep it warm by keeping it in your clothes, among pieces
of fruit or among pigeon feathers.

So Jesus was invii@do mention of his disciples. Some of the scribes and Pharisees thought him dangerous anc
irreligious, so they watched hi m, |l i ke a hawk. Th
sinister espionage. It was net tasual way you would happen to notice with passing interest, another guest. He
was being carefully watched. Some scholars think that the man with dropsy who was right in front of him may
have been used to set Jesus up. Dropsy, the serious retenfidinahie tissue, was thought by some in those

days, to be the result of consuming contaminated cooking oil, a failure to follow the dietary and cooking rules. I
that time others saw it as a divine punishment for sexual immorality. So maybe thisematysgme

present, as blameworthy and deserving of his dropsy?

Clearly intending to heal the man, Jesus asked the learned ones if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath Day. Ev
they had not been present for some of the other Sabbath healings, | have no doubt that they would have heard
about them. Therearesixencor d bef ore this one: ther-elamwhe t he
was ill, the man with the withered hand, the woman bent double for eighteen years, the paralysed man at the p
the man born blind and the demrmrssessed man in the synag@jCapernaum.

The Pharisees usually fought for the rights of the poor against the wealthy. They were effectively a political and
social movement within Judaism, nationalists who disliked anything foreign. They knew that Jesus was popular
some quarters and so werechiag to see what he would do here. Jesus put two questions to them. Before he
healed the man, he put the question as to whether it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath. After Jesus had healed
him, it is possible Jesus sent him on his way or prbapsrdsnean released his grip on him. It looks as if

Jesus was now turning to address the influential men who were there. He then personalized the more general
qguestion he had asked. It was no lodders i tbutd lafwf ah € 60f you has a son or
Sabbath D&y common occurrence with so many open wells across the couhnivilsidai not immediately pull

h i m Didwouhdtice that the two responses were the saBelt t h eandowehreey shialde mtod ;h i
They had been worrying about the rules that they thought constituted religion, rather than acting with compassi
and mercy. They worried about how many steps you could take on the Sabbath and whether you could swat a
gnat!

Epping Anglicans The Parish Magazine November 2025 1 January 2026 16



The atmosphere at lunch must have been tense and uncomfortable. Having silenced the learned and the powe
Jesus turned his attention to the other guests whom he had been watching and told them a parable, directly
inspired by their behaviour. Havingsfied that, he turned to his host and spoke to him, not in a parable, but

with direct instruction. So, as spectators today, we see what happened to the man with dropsy and what do we
learn, having looked on and listened at this luncheon party? Accarsatieqsiently made against the Pharisees,
such as in Matthew 23 where the charge was made of hypo¢risyt t it he mint and dil |
weightier provisions of the law: justice, mercytaWfaithfcdtlesison to set priorities rather than adopt what can
become petty little rules, thinking that they honour God. Jesus was subverting the whole approach driving his
culture and its values.

The parable about the choosing of seats teaches us not tedngnsield) but, in all modesty, and thinking of

others, to take a lowly seat. In the household | grew up in, if someonevaastgalf my parents always

guoted the Town Clerk of Lismordyomvas asked at a council meeting about who was to be seated on the dais at
the public function in honour of the Duke of York, later to be King George VI. Duly noted in the local
newspaper was hisanswewwe | | , t her edl | b #is imeresting that thetgbspel sgeaks botha n
of being humbled and being humiliated. In practice, | suspect that learning to be appropriately humble generally
prevents being humiliated. It is understandable that this parable is sometimes refeequtalds tf the

Great Reversal.

And what do we |l earn from Jesusd instruction to t
the lunch would have thought correct protocol. He shatters their understanding of fellowship and hospitality,
when he says who should be invitdik is a directive to concrete action. It was a blueprint for a radical new
hospitality that is an extension of the message of Jesus of compassion, mercy and care for the poor and
underprivileged an aspect of how Luke understands discipleship. Tfosus @n serving those in need rather

than seeking social status through hosting and receiving guegfisteédeiness and hypocrisy are exposed. The
law certainly does not forbid healing and helping on the Sabbath. We are called on to servesattose who
reciprocate, showing true generosity motivated by love with no expectation of anything in returairOn this S

Ai dands Day, I not e t ha stedthd AdglorSaxors im Ndrthuimlsrid, notamlg kK wh o
spread the faith to the nobilibyt in the spirit of the Great Reversal, included the socially disenfranchised,
including children and slaves.

Let me now conclude by returning briefly to the ¢
Some say it is the interpretative key both to Luk
essence, it tells us that ikiegdom of God, in all its fullness, will confound our expectations. We are introduced
to the concept early in the gospel in the song of praise that Mary sang on learning she was to be the mother of
Lord. Maryds | owl i ne s sesurelydisqudiified her fronubmiagrconsideredsfor suochwal d
role as she had, is exactly in Kingdom terms what made her ideal for it! Mary, young, female and poor represer
the least powerful and the most insignificant. The divine inclination towardgjithegethand oppressed is
further exemplified in Jesusd words and actions a
social. Jesusd teaching that day at lunch casmes t
for social transformation where believers are called on to live out these values in our relationships and our
communities. We need to avoid that arrogance and pride that give a false sense of sectéingridatvell

would prevent us fromrecogning our dependence on Godds mercy.

And, in the words of the song of praise that Mary sabty s o u | proclaims the great
God my Saviour; for he KBmen | ooked with favour on

Ruth greeted
parishioners after
the service
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After the presentations, Rector Phil Lui said a w
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Kariforuom Kenya October
| aannd TRa @&

Foll owing Godos call to

* . o .

Editor Axcchdatdé:ng to | an,
Oweld Gmea iulti it is a word
a e inviting someone intc
someosméwid@® or in respons:
you. I't has a range of u
ltéds a joy to once again
Kenya with the Saint AIlDb
prayers and support as o
hope to vulnerabl e commu
Banda Health.ndhudi mqg as tt
of the health educati on
having

The difference that Band
As | write from our home
noi se fsrtaoomeay IIcdonstructic
Kilimani is something of
moment [see photo bel ow]
Working in construatbopo
the protection and safet
of the construction worKk

"Ratecl i

One day, | was Oambushed?®
construction worker, as |

that he had an accident,

doing construction wor k.
enough to r et wsrhroutladeworblo.r
sticking out! | asked Phi

must be in such pain.

Philipbs reply demonstrat
despite suffering. | <chos
pantry to help Philip fee
with him, then released h
People Iike Philip often
granted in Australia. So,
family that Banda Heal th

in the slums offer good, ‘
disd¢ea of his community. y S

Construction site w

This year, the Banda team celebrated 2 million clinic visits completed with Bandaugbased digital

solution for low resource settings! It was an awesome milestone to reach for the combined visits from the almo:
150 clinics that use Banda Go.dza@o helps clinics by keeping medicines and supplies in stock at all times, so
patients can receive the right treatment right away. Waste and theft are reduced, so patient costs stay as low a
possible
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Asidefrom the healthissueshere thismonththerewerealsosociaissuesT he caretakerspenttheirdaysn rice
fieldsandwereunableo carefor the children.Janetakesaholisticapproacho healthandasiddrom medicines
andhealtheducatiorshewill beundertakingghomevisitto seewhatsociainterventionsnightsupportthis
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her first time usi
She's a keen | earn

Preventing Trafficking with Faith Leaders

I n vulnerable communities |ike the slums of Nairo
modern slavery. Children and young peopl e, women,
di sabilities aamtd perftuigewlsararrei gk oafpsf al |l i ng prey
commonly make up a | arge proportion of slum commu
that we read about in the Gospels.
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This year, with sup
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traffiwhkonhgrought | ived experience to the tre

This was the most amazing ministry event we have

O6eymgeningd and one pastor called for 6a new parad

particilpamhos@ahtd:t wmafficking was jus®H. sBPmetbhragma

commitments to take action in their ministry spac
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together to have a real i mpact on the most vulner
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I ntegral Mi ssi on

The stories told in this article illustrate the b
in Kenya. The Banda Health team is an amazing gro
and soci alpamidnitshter \kitnagdeoxm of God, often in | east
I f you would |Iike to support dotteget /isimdOucly waiutkin
has been approved with SlI Maid, SIM Australiabs ai
tax deductible in Australia.

~SIM

AUSTRALIA

. S B

iyeodu wheommU mieayoheakt h t

EditordanNatnea: his parents, David and Jan Ratcl i ff
20026 2015, Jan also in the 1960s; and landl20®1 as well as being an occasional visitor after this. lan was a
member of t he Sa nthdReadingoRonsted and veadk avolunteer i thes Parish Office among
other ministries.
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A Laypersondos Guide to t
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e his view on a subject
currently, may not i mpr
erning.

Back in my school days when an assignment was given, there was a mad rush to the library to secure the
appropriate volume of the World Book encyclopedia or the handful of books on a subject. Or you would write a
letter to a government agency, which samalope of pamphlets arrive a week or so later. You might visit a
travel agent so you could cut out pictures to paste in your work (you had to convince them you were going to
Europe). And there were project kits (remember them?) from the newsagéed, eotledion of information

and assorted pictures.

Woul dnét it be good if someone put together a pro
related passages and ideas in a logical order? Well, that is where the lectionary comes in.

Introducing the Lectionary

I f you ever get a feeling of d® " vu about the bi
generally follow the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) at each of our services. The RCL would be correctly
described as a table (rather th#st)anthich assigns readings for a particular day or date and time. The lectionary
follows a pattern, so over three years you will come back to the beginning and thus the readings will repeat.

Many religions that have holy texts have prescribed readings. In Judaism a certain chapter of the Torah is read
each day. If you have ever been to a Synagogue, you would have seen how the scroll is rolled forward for the
reading. In the Christian churckrhis evidence that some sort of pattern to readings may have been in place
from as early as the second or third century. By medieval times there are bibles where within the margins there
directions for the reading of certain sections on particygar da

A Brief History of the Revised Common Lectionary

The RCL, which we use today, evolved from the 1960s. A group of reformed churches in North America were
working on developing/improving the existing Roman and other lectionaries and achieve sossidiarmoni

across denominations. At the same time the Roman Catholic Church was making improvements of their own ai
the first group recognising the significant good work already undertaken, decided to base their improvements o
the new Roman lectionary. Wittlie Anglican Church in Australia, we currentlyfdahe 1992 revisions.

Structure

Without going into the minutiae, the lectionary for Sundays and certain Holy Days is based uyear a three
cycle commencing with the First Sunday in Advent. The three years are described as Years A, B or C and the
distinguishing feature is that one efttiree Gospels of Matthew, Mark or Luke is the chosen gospel in each
year. The Gospel of John is included across all three years, mainly at Easter.
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The author, David Tait, holdindgyt
Senior Liturgical ASsasiinstt aAnltb,a nRFéesg gD

In addition to the Gospel readings, there are Old Testament rdsdilmgs,and New Testament readings set as
well. After Easteffor the Season of Eastég Old Testament reading is replaced by a reading from the book of
Acts.

Often there are also alternate readings. These are so that if you attended say a morning and evening service tt
readings would differ. There is also ay®ay cycle of readings for days other than Sundays and Holy days and
these cover each of the offi(imes) of the day. All together that is a very extensive choice of potential material
to cover.

The order of the lectionary is not sequential or linear, i.e. it does not necessarily move through in the order
written. Instead, the grouping is based upon themes and relationships between the texts.

Because some holy days have fixed dates (so may not fall on a Sunday, e.g. Christmas) and others have move
dates (e.g. Easter Sunday from late March to late April) the RCL makes provision for these movements. There
sufficient readings to accommediie period from After Epiphany to the latest date that Lent commences, but
where Lent falls early the readings are not used. This can at times (when Easter falls early) lead us to feel that
move very quickly from Jelasudaysin & matter ¢f weeks.tSimiladyhtioegerioda n
after Pentecost until Christ the King varies in duration, so enough readings are assigned to cover.

Will I hear or read the whole bible if I follow the Lectionary?

No. If you attended or read every Sunday and Holy Day and heard all assigned readings you would hear an
estimated 3.7 per cent of the Old Testament and 40.8 per cent of the New Testament. If you also heard or read
the weekday offices, this would ineeda 13.5 per cent and 71.5 per cent, respectively. (Note: these figures are
based on the Roman Lectionary, but the RCL would not differ significantly).

Advantages and Disadvantages of Lectionary Use
Like most things in life there are advantages and disadvantages to using the Revised Common Lectionary.

What are the dsadvantages to using the lectionary?

9 Storylines can be broken, requiring either prefacing or a willingness to read beyond the set verses. Sorr
story lines can be broken due to movable feast dates.

1 Attimes, the group of readings may seem to have only a loose association. For some groupings a link
may not be at all obvious to lay person (and sometimes the preacher!).

There are large portions of the Old Testament that are excluded.

If you are only reading or hearing the Sunday readings, there are large portions of the New Testament r
covered.

9 It can be harder to preach on a series from a single book.

=a =9
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What are the advantages to using the lectionary?

1 Congregations are in communion with others across many denominations through shared readings and
learnings. You could speak to someone in another country from another denomination and compare
what they were taught.

1 Forintercessors it allows the Prayers of People to be more easily linked to the readings and sermon
themes.

1 Very often the paired readings make sense and complement each other (e.g. the Old Testament foretel
of the coming of Christ and the New Testament fulfillment).

They may follow a longer narrative and give greater variety.
The RCL includes some difficult readings that might be otherwise avoided.

Following the RCL can avoid being focused on a narrow reading of the Bible (e.g. only ever hearing
preaching based on Paul 6s |l etters).

= =4 =

If you want to learn more about the lectionary there is plenty of material available on the internet (including by
that dude in Arizona). A good place to stahnttiss://www.commontexts.org/rcl/

In 2025, Father Phil suggested that you might like to read the bible from cover to cover following a daily pattern
If that sounds too daunting, then perhaps following the lectionary, where you can follow the readings for each
day, might be a place to star

Sources:

1.Consultation on Common Texts. 1992. The Revised Common Lectionary. 1992. Available [Online]:
https://www.commontexts.org/wggontent/uploads/2015/11/RCL_Introduction_Web.pdf
[Accessed 2025, May 10 at 14:08]

2.Just, F. 200&ectionary Statislibe Catholic Lectionary Website. 2009. Available [Omntipg)/catholic
resources.org/Lectionary/Statistics.@Wocessed 2024, June 29 at 14:55]

3.Pearson, SE. 20@9derstanding the Lect@d@®y Available [Online]:
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassetsg#rvice/novl5/Understandingthel ectionary.pdf
[Accessed 2024, June 29 at 15:23]

Pari sh Rec¢

Holy Matri mony

ThomasNG and ChristfPOON on 11 October 2025

Safe Ministry

The Parish of Saint Al bands with Sain
emotional and spiritual welfare and safety of all people, particularly within its own co

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact the Rector, The Reverend
on 02 9876 3362 or enazhil@eppinganglicans.org.au

You can also contact the Diocesan Safe Ministry Team
on 02 9265 1604 emiailo@safeministry.org.au
or to report abuse 1800 774 945 emmaitereport@safeministry.org.au
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Deni se Pigot, &3a0 iYseha rAsd no
This is a very special year for Denise Pigot, our
service to the Parish for over thirty years! She
during that tri nRee,ctsourpsp.orTthiengRefvoewr end | an Crookes,
Ni chol son and now The Reverend Phil Lui, as well
For details about Deni se®s cont r iTbhuet iPoanr i,tsoiN ([Hvhd gnatz i
881, August to -Dctober 2025 pages 8
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Prizes included an Austr
steel coffee pot; a porc
cashmere scarf; an embro
glass jewellery box
OQur Guest Speaker prior
Mi nni econ, a Kabi Kabi ,
Zenadt h, Kes wo matnel ILian
Advisor and Reconcili at
as an I ndigenous Emer ge
Support Warkersa is a r
Christian | eader who he
parent s, Pastors Ray ar
over forty years of ser
Pastor Larissa spoke ¢
chall enges she and I ndi
After her talk, Lari sst
very opeimeamd eWlamanner
audience of thirty peojf &
about
Saint Al bands parishior
purchasing tickets -up t
the event, and five wer
pari shioners were fort:u
conclusion of herwit@ahks A
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| naugur al Pi pe Organ Champi
Ant hony od9thav MMere

The City of Ryde Eisteddfod I naugur al Saint Al ban
Anglican Church Epping on Saturday 23 August 2025

I n this inaugur al evedd  NeorotmpeGentmarnr BPdrayeue t pvioe @
Trio Sonata by J S Bach. The competitors also gav
wor ks being prnecseented to the audie

The adjudicators were Paul Dyer AO (Australian Br
(Sydney Conservatorium of Music) and Stacey Yang

Adjudicator Chair Mr Dyer commended all competito
age and thanked teachers and parents for their su
The winners, pictured below were Cynthia Bui (fir
(fourth) and Ashley He (fifth). Cynthia Bui recei
Choice winner wasehsab&€haolpicwasndneicd Awad. First,
recipients were invited to perform in recital at

.

LEFT TO RI GHNle 8lACRer es Da Cost a, Sthang,
LEFT TO RI GHTASFRIO&Y: He, | sabel Li, Cynthia Bui

Saint Al bands Music Director Chris Czerwinski

t ha
competition, and volunteers who assisted with the

Ei steddfod Secretary Suzanne Mazlen said the Solo
its presence and embracing another fine music are

Editor ofrdhaMkt ¢g:ou t o Amhbkoheg ef8d rg vaTd rnmeiss oifon t o use
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Saint Al bands Organ Scho

Saint Al bandéds Organ
Recital 3 AugustEnoch Pan with organ

Recital 4 Septel
Enoch Pan gave a
Andr ewd s aCrartaheegle i
of phairst i ciimpatth e@ nRy
Ei steddf od.

He is piEcaurede o
ABOVWEi th his teact
Czerwinski
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